
SASRi  
does it 
again 

In another consecutive year 

of sterling accolades, SASRI 

has again scooped top awards 

at the Combined Congress held 

at the University of Pretoria in 

January this year. Abraham Singels, 

Principal Agronomist at SASRI won 

the SA Society for Crop Production 

(SASCP) board floating trophy for 

the best paper presented at the con-

gress and Sanesh Ramburan, SASRI’s 

Varieties’ Agronomist was awarded 

the prestigious SASCP Daan F. Retief 

floating trophy for the best paper 

presented by a scientist younger 

than 40 years of age. In addition, 

Sanesh was elected as treasurer and 

SASRI Irrigation Scientist, François 

Olivier was elected as registrar of 

the SASCP.

The “Combined Congress” is a joint 

symposium representing four societ-

ies, namely the SA Society for Crop 

Production (SASCP), the Soil Science 

Society of  SA (SSSSA), the Southern 

African Weed Science Society 

(SAWSC) and the Southern African 

Society for Horticultural Sciences 

(SASHS). There were over 300 reg-

istered delegates, with a total of  126 

oral presentations and 46 posters 

presented. 

Papers presented by SASRI dele-

gates were as follows: 

• Jones MR, Inman-Bamber NG and 

Singels A. Integrating structural 

development and expansive growth 

with the carbon balance in the 

Canegro sugarcane model.

• Ramburan S. Investigating sugarcane 

cultivar x time of  harvest interactions 

in relation to environmental factors.

• Singels A. Can crop modelling 

enhance genetic improvement of  

crops?

• Van Antwerpen R and Conlong D. 

Does burning or trashing sugarcane 

reduce Eldana saccharina (Lepidoptera: 

Pyralidae) populations most? Some 

interesting insights.

• Van der Laan M, Miles N, Annandale 

JG and du Preez CC. Nitrogen 

management in sugarcane cropping 

systems: Chasing efficiency using 

on-farm measurement and modelling.

In addition to their presentations, 

SASRI delegates also judged and 

chaired some of  the parallel ses-

sions. The SASRI delegates were able 

to express and exchange views with 

fellow scientists and found that this 

was an excellent medium to promote 

SASRI’s diverse research activities 

to the local research community.  
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