
00 M a y   2 0 1 1  

Kerry Redshaw
Operations Manager

South African Sugarcane Research Institute
South African Sugar Association

SASri has signed Variety Service Agreements 

with many sugarcane-producing SADC coun-

tries, including Swaziland, mozambique, malawi, 

Zambia and Tanzania. The licences provide for access 

to all commercially available varieties, both newly 

released and some of the older more established com-

mercial varieties. The value of South African varieties 

is demonstrated by their significant contribution to 

sugar production in these countries, and varies from 

50% to 100% depending on the country. in return these 

industries are charged a levy on their production from 

SA varieties. This levy contributes directly to the 

income earned by SASri to partially offset the contri-

butions made by South African millers and Growers. 

As part of this arrangement SASri also provides 

these industries with any relevant information and 

advice on their varieties as well as regular publica-

tions and access to the library facilities. Additional 

specialist information, consultation and advice on 

sugarcane production are provided on a consultancy 

basis and include assistance with disease and pest 

identification, soil and leaf sample analyses and fer-

tiliser recommendations. industry representatives are 

also eligible to attend all training and educational 

courses offered by SASri.  

SASRI has different agreements with Zimbabwe and 

Mauritius as these two countries have their own breed-

ing and research stations respectively. SASRI exports 

100 crosses to the Zimbabwe Sugar Association (ZSA) 

on an annual basis and ZSA follow their own variety 

selection programme. The Mauritius Sugar Industry 

Research Institute (MSIRI) and SASRI have a Variety 

Exchange Agreement that allows both SASRI and MSIRI 

to exchange varieties for research and breeding pur-

poses to increase the genetic diversity of  the existing 

breeding germplasm.   
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