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140T h e  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  S u g a r  J o u r n a l A u g u s t   2 0 1 1  

S A S T A  C o n g r e s s  O r g a n i s i n g  C o m m i t t e e  2 0 1 1 : 

This is the fourth time that I have had the privilege of heading up the SASTA 

Congress Organising Committee. The Congress Committee is made up of members 

of the SASTA Council, all of whom are volunteers. These hard-working people 

made time in between their busy work schedules to assist in making Congress a success. 

Whilst organising a Congress is truly a team effort a few committee members had spe-

cific portfolios. These are the Editors for the Factory (Steve Peacock) and Agriculture 

Papers (Sandy Snyman and Deborah Sweby) and planning of the Trade Exhibition (Paul 

Schorn). The SASTA Secretariat, Danile Macdonald also played a pivotal role in the 

overall administration of Congress and liaised closely with the event co-ordinators 

at The Conference Company. The whole committee, however, was involved with decisions 

ranging from the choice of delegate bags, appointing chairpersons and judges, compil-

ing the scientific programme, arranging guest speakers, right through to selecting 

the menus and the wines to offer at the Meet and Greet event.

The SASTA Congress would not be the successful event it is without the commit-

ment and dedication of  the committee members. I would like to thank each one of  

them and request that you, the delegates, also acknowledge the efforts of  the com-

mittee should you meet any of  them during Congress.  

Deborah Sweby

July 2011
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Inset, top to bottom: Paul Schorn, Steve Peacock, 
Gavin Smith


