
Authority®

Stop weeds from 
flooding your fields ...

... and protect your yield right from the start. 

Weeds place unnecessary stress on your crops and threaten your successful harvest. 
With Authority®, the premium pre-emergent herbicide from BASF, you can eliminate even the 
toughest weeds before they cause damage. Authority® boasts extremely broad spectrum 
control on common grasses and broadleaf weeds and is the benchmark product for Purple & 
Yellow Nutsedge control. With its limited dependency on weather conditions and long-lasting 
residual control, Authority® is the dependable protection against the harmful effects of weeds. 

Authority® – your protective barrier.

For more information please contact BASF South Africa’s Sugarcane Key Account Manager:
Gavin Smit on 082 900 8440.

BASF South Africa (Pty) Ltd.  •  852 Sixteenth Road, Midrand, 1685  •  PO Box 2801, Halfway House, 1685  •  Tel: +27 11 203 2400  •  Fax: +27 11 203 2461
Authority® Reg. No. L7872 Act No. 36 of 1947. Active ingredient: Sulfentrazone 480 g / l. Harmful. Please refer to the product label for complete directions for use. 

Authority® is the registered trademark of FMC Corporation, USA.
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The South African Sugar Association (SASA) 

hosted its second Annual Local Environmental 

Committee (LEC) Symposium in KwaZulu-Natal 

on 19 September at the Noodsberg Country Club. This 

symposium has been formed to provide a platform for 

discussion, interaction and networking for members of 

the LECs which are dispersed throughout the sugarcane 

growing belt in KwaZulu-Natal and Mpumalanga.

It is SASA’s intention to focus each LEC Symposium 

on different issues pertaining to sustainable natural 

resource use and management. Therefore, it was 

appropriate to dedicate this year’s symposium to bet-

ter management practices (BMPs) and the Sustainable 

Sugarcane Farm Management System (SUSFARMS®) 

which will be implemented in the industry through the 

South African Sugarcane Research Institute (SASRI) 

Extension Specialists.

The symposium attracted diverse speakers from cor-

porate, legal and SASA to address various aspects  

related to BMPs, SUSFARMS®, legislation and corporate 

approaches to sustainability standards for sugar.

SUSFARMS® is a sustainable sugarcane farm man-

agement system. It incorporates economic, social and 

environmental management principles. It is based on the 

implementation of  BMPs, be they legal requirements or 

BMPs derived from scientific studies. It is a management 

tool that has been developed specifically for use in the 

context of  sugarcane farming.

Local Environmental Committees 

SuppORtinG BEttER 
ManaGEMEnt 
pRaCtiCES

From left to right: Michelle Binedell (SASRI Knowledge 
Manager), Ferdie Potgieter (LEC Chairman), Irvin 
Lawrence (ENS Law firm), Geoff  Maher (SASRI Extension 
Manager), Ashlin Ramlochan (Kraft Foods) and Marilyn 
Govender (SASA Natural Resource Manager).

PROSPERITY
(Economic Principle)

Economically viable 
sugarcane production is 
maintained or enhanced.

PEOPLE
(Social Principle)
The rights of  employees 

and the local community are 
upheld and promoted.

PLANET
(Environmental Principle)

Natural assets are conserved, critical 
ecosystem services are maintained 

and agricultural resources are 
sustainably used.

‘Sustainable 
sugarcane 
production’



K e y  d r i v e r s  b e h i n d  t h e  S U S FA R M S ®  r e v i e w  a n d  u p d a t e

 

An electronic version 

of  the manual was 

distributed at the 

LEC Symposium. 

Each CD con-

tained a pdf  

version of  the 

full manual, 

and an excel 

spread-

sheet of  the 

SUSFARMS® 

Progress Tracker.



The SUSFARMS® Progress Tracker is a tool that can be 

used in  assessments and to monitor progress towards the 

achievement of  legal requirements or BMPs. It serves as 

a checklist of  each and every measure, against which one 

can indicate full achievement, partial achievement or non-

achievement of  a requirement or practice. Notes for each 

of  the measures in SUSFARMS® have been linked within the 

SUSFARMS® Progress Tracker. This allows easy access to 

relevant information and can assist in understanding the legal 

requirements and BMPs.

The Progress Tracker, once completed, provides a progress 

report that can be used to develop an action plan that can 

serve to plan the way forward towards the implementation 

and achievement of  new measures. 

A recent desktop survey undertaken across extension 

areas, using the SUSFARMS® Progress Tracker, served to 

assess whether legal requirements were being met. The 

results revealed that the industry is  not  legally compliant (i.e. 

not all legal requirements have been met). This exercise has 

highlighted the need for a legislation awareness programme. 

Further efforts will continue to promote best practice and the 

implementation of  BMPs. 



T h e  s h o r t  r o a d  a h e a d

Electronic copies will be distributed amongst  growers, 

followed by workshops, training and road shows. Within 

six months of  the dates of  road shows, in those extension 

areas where growers have committed to the implemen-

tation of  SUSFARMS®, SASRI Extension Specialists will 

be required to follow up with individual growers and 

assist further with implementation. 

Ta r g e t  f o r  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  f o r  s u g a r

In recent years many multinational companies have 

made bold commitments to sustainability, with sustain-

ability standards / certification schemes seen as a 

crucial tool for achieving those commitments.  Bonsucro 

has set a global target to certify 20% of  the world’s 

sugarcane production by 2017; while Unilever has sig-

naled that by 2020, all sugar both cane and beet  will be 

sourced sustainability.

Some of  the frequently quoted standards or certifica-

tion schemes associated with sugar production globally 

include SUSFARMS®, Sustainable Agricultural Network, 

ISO International Standards, Bonsucro and Fairtrade.

However, with all these different standards and certifi-

cation schemes buzzing around globally, it is important to 

keep in mind that SUSFARMS® does not conflict with or 

contradict other standards but will assist the industry in 

implementing BMPs and in responding to market pressures.

B M P s  i n  a c t i o n

The symposium was concluded with a BMP field trip in 

the Noodsberg area that illustrated BMPs for high con-

servation areas, waterways, contouring, use of  lime, and 

clearing of  alien invasive species in riparian areas.  
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Kraft 
Foods

Industry/Country 
driven Sustainable 
Management Systems 
e.g. SUSFARMS, 
BONSUCRO

GFSI – The Global 
Food Safety Initiative 
(Food Safety 
Standards)

HACCP – Hazard 
(Biological and 
Physical) Analysis 
and Critical Control 
Points 

Responsible 
Sourcing / Ethical 
Sourcing 

The 
Coca-Cola 
Company

Support for local 
standards such 
SUSFARMS in South 
Africa

Globally supports 
Bonsucro 
Certification

HACCP – Hazard 
(Biological and 
Physical) Analysis 
and Critical Control 
Points

Responsible 
Sourcing / Ethical 
Sourcing 

Nestlé
Nestlé’s Responsible 
Sourcing Guidelines 
for Sugar

Bonsucro 
Certification

Sustainable 
Agricultural Network  
Certification

Unilever

Industry/Country 
driven Sustainable 
Management Systems 
e.g. SUSFARMS

Unilever 
Sustainable 
Agricultural Code 
if  no standards 
exits

S t a n d a r d s  a n d  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  s c h e m e s 
s u p p o r t e d  b y  I n d u s t r y  C u s t o m e r s




