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Sulphur (S) is a macronutrient that is commonly overlooked during soil
testing. Sulphur deficiencies can be found in all soil types but are most
common in sandy soils with low organic matter. Insufficient sulphur can
lead to reductions in yield and crop quality. In addition, there is a very
strong interaction between S and nitrogen (N} in the growth of the crop.
Adequate supplies of 5 are therefore of great importance in ensuring
efficient response to applied N fertiliser.

Most laboratories offer S as an extra-cost supplementary analysis. This
is due to the need for more complex analytical methods to test for this
nutrient. At FAS, we understand the importance of this macronutrient
and, in response, our scientists have developed a new, reliable and
inexpensive method to test for S. This analysis has now been included
as part of the routine fertility analysis package at no additional cost to
the customer.

The resin-extractable S method is a cost-effective test that mimics root
uptake of sulphur by the plant. This means that there is far greater
accuracy of results as the method is reliably estimating the amount of
plant-available S in the soil. From now on, all FAS customers will receive
their soil test reports with this nutrient included!
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P (in calcium chioride)
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The addition of this nutrient to FAS's growing routine package is part of
our ongoing commitment to provide more value to our clients without
burdening them with additional costs and add-ons. Now, for as little as
R210.00 per sample, clients will receive:

pH (CaCL) = copper * sulphur * zinc * phosphorus * potassium
silicon + calcium * volume weight * magnesium
clay and organic matter * sodium * manganese
* potential nitrogen volatilisation * exchangeable acidity(Al+H)
nitrogen mineralisation - total cations * acid saturation
reserve potassium * exchangeable sodium percentage (ESP)
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