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It is now time for you to identify fi elds for carrying over. It is 

important to have some carry-over cane with which to start 

the season, but it is equally important that eldana levels in 

such cane are low. Summer is a time when eldana numbers 

can grow rapidly and, under suitable conditions, can negate 

the economic value of carrying over a crop. Studies have 

shown that eldana damage in April is typically three times that 

of the previous August carry-over cane. 

So, what can be done to minimise eldana in your carry-over 

cane? The following points need to be taken into account 

when considering which fi elds to carryover:

• Check the resistance category of the variety. This will give 

you a guide to the likely risk of eldana damage (see Table).

• Eldana infestations are known to increase enormously when 

the cane is stressed. Low rainfall in conjunction with shal-

low soils, high levels of available N and susceptible varieties 

will result in runaway infestations in carry-over cane. Assess 

each fi eld according to these criteria.

• The current and historical levels of eldana in the fi eld are 

most important. You must know your levels from P&D sur-

‘
The extent of eldana damage in 

April can be between two and three 

times that of the damage assessed 

in the previous August in carry-

over cane. There is an estimated 

1 to 1.5% loss in RV% for every 

1% stalk length red. For example, 

on average, a fi eld with 4% stalk 

length red in August, equating to a 

6% loss in RV%, could result in an 

18% loss in the RV% if the fi eld is 

carried over to April.
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Overall farm weed control is a necessary practice, 

even as we enter winter. Here are some guidelines 

for winter herbicide application.

Winter 
Weed Control














