SASRI’s Recommendations for

While it is not possible to eradicate eldana completely, one can achieve a degree of control which will minimise
its effect on sugarcane yield. No single control measure will provide the answer to the eldana problem. SASRI
therefore advocates an Integrated Pest Management strategy against eldana — in other words, control is based
on combinations of selective control measures at appropriate times in the crop/pest cycle.

Eldana Control

Select carry-over fields carefully

Borer populations increase as the crop matures. When selecting fields for
carry-over, take the following into account: the resistance category of the
variety, the potential for the crop to experience stress, and the historic and
current eldana levels. Always abide by your LPD&VCC threshold levels.

Choose appropriate varieties

Choose the best and most suitable varieties for your conditions. .
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A stressed crop is more susceptible to eldana damage. - N F | } i i | Cane should be cut as low as possible leaving no stubble. All whole stalks
Identify soils that are prone to moisture stress, and that WA <G 3 LA AN SRR NI and pieces of stalk must be removed from the field. Loading zones should
will need priority in treatment for eldana. Practices such /ST = O ., LN S it also be cleared of all stalk material left behind. Burning heavily infest-

as minimum tillage, strip cropping, conservation struc- eSS4\ S SIS RN AR BRI cd fields before harvest is an accepted control measure against

tures, trashing at harvest and proper weed control will all ) a— e | =Nk | BERE VIS BRI cldana as it reduces the chances of ratoon crop infestation.
help conserve moisture. =25 B\ K | ¢

\ A/ BN N .0 W Conduct regular surveys

Manage nitrogen app[ications F H* __ .' ag . & 7 ﬁ_ﬂﬂ Conducting your own regular surveys will give an idea of the level of
ST = AN e . S Seeo N P infestation and help decide harvest priorities. By doing

so, infestations will be noticed before it is too late to

take action. Remember that frequent small surveys

are more useful than infrequent detailed
surveys.

Excessive applications of nitrogen encourage eldana.
Reduce the nutrient available to the pest by following FAS
recommendations, and by reducing applications where
specific growth-limiting factors are identified.

Address silicon deficiency Abide by Local Pest, Disease
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