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RUST SAMPLES

Send leaf samples down to Mt Edgecombe if you are not sure:
« what type of rust is infecting a field;
« if itis rust or yellow sugarcane (YSA) damage.

How to take a rust sample

1. Choose 3 leaves with the freshest symptoms.

2. Cut a 20 cm section from each leaf from an area
that has the best, freshest symptoms.

3. As soon as the sections have been cut,
put them in a brown paper bag.

4. Using a ball point pen, label the paper
bag (grower name, farm name, field no.,
variety, date).

5. In the comment section in Survey123,
note that a rust sample has been taken.

6. Place the paper bag back in the ziplock bag, try and get rid of as much air
as possible from the ziplock and seal well.

7. Put the bags in the fridge as soon as you get to the office.

8. Send the bags to Mt Edgecombe as soon as possible — the leaves will
stay fresh for up to 5 days if they are collected and stored correctly.

New 2024



NUMBER OF SITES TO INSPECT
SMUT, MOSAIC, OFF-TYPES

No. 50 m sites No. 50 m sites
Area of field Commercial fields Approved Seedcane
(hectares) Intensive surveys (100
stool sites)
0-1 5 15
1-2 10 30
2-4 15 45
4-6 20 60
6-10 25 75
10- 20 30 90

20 -40 40 120
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All copyright and other intellectual property rights subsisting in this work , including without limitation all text, images and
graphics contained in this work (collectively, the "Contents") are owned by the South African Sugar Association (‘the Owner’).
Neither this work nor any of its Contents may be shared, modified or copied in whole or part in any form, or be used to create
any derivative work without the owner’s prior written permission. Whilst every effort has been made to ensure that the
information contained in this work is accurate, the owner makes no representation, warranty or guarantee relating to the
information contained in this work. The use of this work is at your own risk and neither the Owner nor its consultants or staff
can be held liable for any loss or damage, whether direct or indirect, caused by the reliance on the information contained in this
work. The use of proprietary names should not be considered as an endorsement for their use.
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