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Orange rust

Yellow sugarcane aphid (YSA) damage
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1. Choose 3 leaves with the freshest symptoms.

3. As soon as the sections have been cut,
put them in a brown paper bag.

4. Using a ball point pen, label the paper
bag (grower name, farm name, field no.,
variety, date).

5. In the comment section in Survey123,
note that a rust sample has been taken.

6. Place the paper bag back in the ziplock bag, try and get rid of as much air
as possible from the ziplock and seal well.

7. Put the bags in the fridge as soon as you get to the office.

8. Send the bags to Mt Edgecombe as soon as possible – the leaves will
stay fresh for up to 5 days if they are collected and stored correctly.

RUST SAMPLES
Send leaf samples down to Mt Edgecombe if you are not sure:

• what type of rust is infecting a field;
• if it is rust or yellow sugarcane (YSA) damage.

About 20 cm

How to take a rust sample

2. Cut a 20 cm section from each leaf from an area
that has the best, freshest symptoms.

New 2024



NUMBER OF SITES TO INSPECT 

SMUT, MOSAIC, OFF-TYPES  

Area of field 
(hectares) 

No. 50 m sites 
 Commercial fields 

No. 50 m sites 
Approved Seedcane 

Intensive surveys (100 
stool sites) 

0 - 1 5 15 

1 - 2 10 30 

2 - 4 15 45 

4 - 6 20 60 

6 - 10 25 75 

10 - 20 30 90 

20 – 40 40 120 
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