BIOSECURITY ALERT

Parthenium weed
Parthenium hysterophorus L. — Asteraceae

Parthenium (Demoina weed) is a category 1 plant (declared weed) in
South Africa, which makes it illegal to grow it anywhere in the country.

Parthenium invades disturbed areas such as overgrazed or drought
affected pastures, roadsides and dumpsites which then act as sources of
further infestation.

Parthenium releases phytotoxic compounds from its roots and from
decaying plant residues allowing it to suppress other plants.
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Parthenium is noxious and unpalatable to herbivores; it replaces
rangeland palatable grasses and adversely affects animal health,
damaging milk and meat quality. Manual removal is difficult because it
may cause dermatitis, allergies and asthma.

For more information,
please contact your local
Extension Specialist

SOUTH AFRICAN SUGARCANE RESEARCH INSTITUTE Tel: +27-31 508 7400
www.sugar.org.za November 2010

Copyright subsists in this work. No part of this work may be reproduced in any form or by any means without the publisher’s written permission. Whilst every effort has been made to ensure that the information published in this work is accurate, SASRI takes no
responsibility for any loss or damage suffered by any person as a result of the reliance upon the information contained herein. The use of proprietary names in this publication should not be considered as an endorsement for their use.



	Page 1

